
Mormonism vs. Christianity!
!

!
Summary: !
! The central message of Mormonism is that the Christian church experienced a major “falling away” 
around 400 A.D. Since that time, most (if not all) of the church has not truly been Christian, having received a 
false gospel. All of that supposedly changed when God gave Joseph Smith the authority and information to re-
establish the church. Thus, the Mormon church—along with its structure, authority and ordinances—constitutes 
the only true church.!
! Mormonism classifies as a cult in that it is a religious group that denies one or more of the 
fundamentals of biblical truth. That is to say, if one believed and held to the official teaching of the Latter-Day 
Saints church (L.D.S.), they would be denying the core of the Gospel message. Talking about Mormonism, or 
to Mormons, is complicated by the fact that they have adopted Christian terms and given them totally different 
meanings. Accordingly, it is extremely important to define your terms when speaking to a Mormon (What do 
you mean by sin? What do you mean you were “born again”?)!!
Brief History:!
! Joseph Smith (1805-1844) was supposedly visited by the Father and the Son (two gods, not one) when 
he was 14 years old, after praying about which church/denomination to join. The Father and the Son told him 
not to join any of the churches because they were all false, and that he (Smith) would become the restorer of 
the true church.!
! He later had annual visits by an angel named Moroni who showed him the site where gold plates were 
buried, and gave him an urim and thummim to decipher the plates. The plates were the Book of Mormon: A 
history of lost tribes of Israel come to America and their battles. Smith “translated” the book of Mormon and 
published it. After it became popular in the area, Smith began the church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints 
(in 1830).!
! After amassing a following, Smith made a capital for Mormonism first in Independence, Missouri, then 
later by founding Nauvoo, Illinois, where he became mayor. He and his brother, Hyrum, were put in prison for 
having his militia attack a local newspaper that denounced Mormonism. A mob attacked the prison and killed 
Smith and his brother in a shoot-out (Smith had snuck in a six-shooter).!
! After a split, the main body of Mormonism followed Brigham Young (1801-1877). Young was 
responsible for moving the Mormon capital to Salt Lake City, Utah and for the “hand-cart immigration” that 
occurred beginning in 1846. Young is also commemorated as holding the office of President longer than any 
president since. 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Central Mormon Beliefs:!!
God:!
Mormons believe in a trinity of Father, Son and Holy Ghost. They believe that these are three gods—not one. 
The Father is chief among these figures. !
• The Father: Mormons take Genesis 1:26-28 literally to claim that the Father is a physical being—having 

flesh and bone like all humans. Accordingly the Father cannot be omnipresent—he is limited by space and 
time constraints. This means angels have an important role in relaying information and carrying out his will. 
Most Mormons believe that the Father was at one time a sinful human, and went through a series of 
progressions to become a god and rule his own world.!

• The Son: Mormons believe that the Son is the literal first-born of the Father; being the first spirit-being 
created by the Father through procreation. They also believe that before the Son was born of Mary, He was 
the main God of the Old Testament. They consider all the references to “Jehovah” in the Old Testament as 
referring to the Son—not to the Father.!

• The Holy Ghost: Mormons believe that the Holy Ghost is a spiritual being—confined by time and space. 
Accordingly, when they speak about receiving “the gift of the Holy Ghost by the laying on of hands,” they do 
not mean that the Holy Spirit comes and dwells in the believer—but rather that power, which originates from 
the Holy Ghost, is given as a gift to that person.!!

Scripture:!
Mormons believe in a total of four Scriptures: The Book of Mormon, Doctrines & Covenants, The Pearl of Great 
Price, and the King James Version of the Bible. However, the Bible is only considered authoritative “as far as it 
has been translated correctly.” They believe that there are many errors in the Bible which need correcting.!
• The Book of Mormon: Offers a history of ancient Israelite groups who came to America. The most important 

of these was the family of Lehi, whose descendants became the Lamanites (unrighteous) and Nephites 
(righteous). A great war between the tribes wiped out almost all of the Nephites, and Native Americans are 
thought to be descendants of the Lamanites. The Book of Mormon also records that Jesus visited the Native 
Americans and preached the Gospel to them for 40 days before His ascension. Although official doctrine of 
L.D.S. church maintains that the Book of Mormon contains the fullness of the Gospel message (Doctrines & 
Covenants 20:9; 42:12), it does not actually contain very much official Mormon doctrine! In fact, many verses 
from the Book of Mormon can be used against central Mormon beliefs.!

• Doctrines & Covenants: Originally contained both a series of lectures (setting forth basic church doctrine), 
followed by a compilation of important revelations  (or “covenants” of the church). Thus the name. It was 
originally published in 1835 and contains 103 revelations. Much more than the Book of Mormon, Doctrines & 
Covenants offers the outline for Mormon doctrine and practice.!

• The Pearl of Great Price: Contains the Book of Moses (a prologue and expansion to the creation story), The 
Book of Abraham (Includes a story of Abraham’s early life and a vision of the cosmos), Joseph Smith’s re-
translation of Matthew, an autobiography of Smith’s life, and a creed called the Articles of Faith.!

• “Inspired Version” of the Bible: Joseph Smith set about correcting the mistakes in the Bible. He produced 
his own “translation” of the King James Version which supposedly got rid of all of the mistakes. L.D.S. 
Mormons do not use this translation, supposedly because it was never finished. However, the Reformed 
L.D.S. group does use the text, which has changes all the way through Revelation 20:6. The real reason 
L.D.S. Mormons do not use the text is most probably because it does not support all of Mormon doctrine.!!

Creation:!
Mormons believe that the Father initiated a council with some of his spirit beings on his home planet of Kolob 
to decide what manner of world should be made. It was decided to form the earth (out of pre-existent material) 
and initiate the plan of salvation/progression. The earth was organized with the help of great, pre-existent sprit 
beings (such as Abraham, Noah and Joseph Smith).!
• Humanity: Mormons believe that humans pre-existed as spiritual beings (as angels). In this spiritual state, 

we were taught by God and grew and matured. However, to mature further (and eventually become gods 
ourselves), we needed to have a physical body like the Father.!
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!
The Fall:!
For Mormons, Adam’s status is barely below that of Christ. He was formally the archangel Michael. Mormons 
believe that Adam and Eve were not able to procreate without consuming the fruit of the tree of the knowledge 
of good and evil. Accordingly, they had been given two conflicting commands by God: “Be fruitful and multiply,” 
and “Do not eat of the fruit of the tree…” They believe Adam’s sin was really a good thing because it allowed 
humans to have physical bodies (something they believe is required for people to progress and become like 
God). The main consequence of Adam’s sin was that (literal) death entered the world.!!
Sin:!
Because of Adam’s sin, all humans die. Mormons also have an understanding of individual sin—however it is 
usually linked with overt actions and not inward dispositions and thoughts. They believe that humans are born 
basically good and learn to sin from the examples of others. Children (under the age of 8) are not able to sin—
they just make mistakes. However, after that age, we become liable for our individual sin and need the 
forgiveness of Jesus.!!
Salvation:!
Mormons believe in two separable elements of salvation: universal salvation and individual salvation. Universal 
salvation refers to the idea that by his death on the cross, Jesus made it possible for every person to be 
resurrected. Since all will be resurrected before the final Judgment, in that sense, every person is saved.!!
Mormons also believe in the need for individual salvation, which will only be given to those who believe and 
obey. They do believe that the atonement provides forgiveness of sins, but don’t seem to think it covers future 
sins—only past ones. Salvation is a complicated system because, depending on the life one has lived and their 
actions, a person can end up in one of four different places after the Judgment occurs. In the end, however, 
individual salvation comes down to a system of “works-righteousness.”!!
Church:!
Mormons believe that they represent the one true church, and that all others are apostate. They believe that a 
great falling away occurred around 400 A.D. and God removed the “keys of authority” from the church during 
that time. It was only restored when Joseph Smith and other leaders of the L.D.S. church were given those 
keys by the apostles and other leaders. For them, the present manifestation of the “kingdom of God” is the 
Mormon church—with its systems, officers and people.!!
The Church is ruled by a President (who has two counselors), the Quorum of the Twelve Apostles (from whom 
the next president is chosen), the Quorums of the Seventy (who lead over mostly missionary efforts), then 
localized leaders. Most geographic areas of the church are divided into stakes (consisting of five to twelve 
wards) and wards (local “congregations”). Wards are led by a bishop and two counselors. It should be noted 
that which Mormon church (your ward) you attend is supposed to be determined by geography—not 
preference.!!
Life after Death:!
After Judgment, one can be consigned to four different realms/places. Although there will be opportunity for 
advancement within each of the three kingdoms, after judgment, one cannot move from one kingdom to 
another. Here they are presented in order from least desirable to most:!
• Hell/Second Death: Mormons believe that very few people will end up in hell. It is mostly reserved for 

angels, and those who have committed some type of unpardonable sin (murder is usually thought of as one 
of the unpardonable sins).!

• The Telestial Kingdom: This will be located on another earth. There will be many people in the Telestial 
kingdom. It is reserved for those who have lived wicked lives.!
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• The Terrestrial Kingdom: This will be located on this earth—but in a renewed state. In essence, it is 
reserved for those who lived good lives—but rejected Mormon teaching (though there are exceptions to this). 
Those in this kingdom will enjoy the presence of the Son—but not the Father.!

• The Celestial Kingdom: The highest of the kingdoms is reserved for Mormons who have obeyed the 
ordinances and the teachings of the church. Some in this kingdom will just enjoy it—but not be able to 
procreate or rule kingdoms of their own. However, the highest in this kingdom will be able to become gods of 
their own worlds, ruling with their wives and families.!!

Before Judgment:!
Mormons believe that immediately following death, one will either go to Paradise (a spiritual-type of heaven—
reserved for only good Mormons) or “spirit-prison.” In “spirit-prison” one will be able to repent at the preaching 
of the Gospel by Mormons and pay for their sins. They believe that one can only repent, however, if they have 
been baptized on behalf of by a living Mormon. This is why “baptism for the dead” is an important tenet of 
Mormon faith and practice.!!
Mormons also believe in a literal millennium (1,000 year) rule of Christ on earth that will happen immediately 
before the great Judgment. They believe that during this time, those in Paradise will be resurrected and rule 
with Christ. Among other things, during this time they will be able to finish being baptized on behalf of the dead 
so that all those in “Spirit-prison” will have an opportunity to respond to the gospel.!!!!
Sharing Your Faith with Mormons:!!
When talking to Mormons about faith (or anyone!) remember, the importance of prayer and seeking the help of 
the Spirit. It is God who does the work of convicting hearts. He gives us the great privilege and responsibility to 
present the Gospel and share our testimony in the hope that people will respond. Here are some principles for 
reaching Mormons:!!
• Relationship first: If you are talking with missionaries, you should probably spend about the first 30 minutes 

just talking about life and visiting.!
• Don’t argue: Very few people are “argued” into the kingdom of God. If the conversation has become an 

argument, take a break, or share a story or testimony.!
• Don’t insult: Your cause will not be helped by insulting Joseph Smith or making fun of Mormon’s beliefs. You 

can raise questions about the personal history of Mormon presidents or their validity as prophets, but try to 
do so in a respectful way.!

• Share testimonies: Ask for their story (how they became a Mormon). Afterwards, share your own testimony. 
As you do so, do your best to define your terms as you go (instead of saying, “I realized I was a sinner,” say: 
“I realized that I was evil. There was pride and selfishness in my heart and actions…”)!

• Ask good questions: Many Mormons are taught not to think critically about their faith. By asking perceptive 
questions about what they believe, you can help them to start to seriously think about their faith. This can 
provide an opportunity to share from Scripture. On the next page are some questions to get you started.!

• Be honest: If you don’t know an answer to a question, say “I don’t know,” and then research it. Also, feel free 
to approach Alan or myself with questions that are raised for you.!

• Define your terms: Mormons use many of the same terms we do, but mean very different things by them. 
When they use a theological term, ask them to define it. Make sure you do the same thing.!

• Present the Gospel: If your friend gives you the opportunity to share what you believe, be ready to give them 
a summary of the big picture of the Bible and what Jesus has done for us. If you do not know how to share 
the basic Gospel message in a few minutes, I highly recommend the four circles method. Here is a website 
where it is explained: http://www.jameschoung.net/resources/big-story/ [There is even an app!]!!!
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Hard Questions for Mormons/Discussion Starters:!!
The following questions/ideas are not for the purpose of “winning an argument.” Rather, they are aimed at 
trying to help Mormons think and reflect on what they believe. Many Mormons just accept what they are taught 
and never think about it. If you can get a Mormon to think and question, that can open the door for them to be 
ready for you to share truth from Scripture.!!
•  I think one of the biggest differences between what we believe is our understanding of the terms “faith” and 

“works” and how they come together in salvation. Can you please help me understand what faith is? (Do you 
have any Scriptures to support that definition?)!

• You claim that the Book of Mormon is central to your faith. Can you show me the central doctrines of your 
belief from it? If your central doctrines cannot be found in the Book of Mormon, were the characters in it 
really Mormons? (since they wouldn’t have had the Doctrines & Covenants or the Pearl of Great Price)!

• You want me to pray about the Book of Mormon, and you claim that God will give me a feeling to affirm 
whether it is true or not (By the way, if you do get a feeling, that means it is true, and if you don’t, it means 
you weren’t “sincere” enough!). Does this work for other books too? Have you prayed about all of the other 
religious books out there? Should I?!

• My understanding is that you believe that if you are married in the Temple, and your children are sealed to 
you, then you may be able to eventually become like god and rule your own world with your wife and 
children. If this is true, what would happen if both a father and all of his children (and their children) did all of 
these things? Which husband/father would rule his own world, and with which set of children?!

• I have heard that you believe the Apostle John is still living today. If that is so, then how can Mormons claim 
that there was a falling away of the church since there has always been a living apostle/prophet? Why didn’t 
God use the apostle John to “restore” the church? (Surely he would have had the proper authority to do so!)!

• You claim that the current president of the L.D.S. church is a prophet. Deuteronomy 18 says that a prophet 
should be tested. Can you give me two or three prophecies from the current president and show me how 
they have been fulfilled?!

• You claim that the Son was the god in the Old Testament (Jehovah). But I thought that, according to L.D.S. 
teaching, to be a god you had to have a body? Can you explain how the Son could have been god before he 
had a body?!

• How can the Holy Ghost be god if he doesn’t have a body?!
• Why would God take away the authority of the early church and not tell them it was happening? If God could 

do that then, is there any guarantee he could not do it again with the modern-day church? How do you know 
that hasn’t already happened with the L.D.S. church?!!!

Questions/Challenges That Mormonism Raises for Us:!!
• Do we confuse people we are trying to reach by using complicated, churchy words? Are we careful to define 

our terms?!
• What are the essentials of faith? What are the non-essentials? Are we careful to avoid “majoring on the 

minors?”!
• Do we have a proper appreciation and understanding of church history and the development of doctrine, or 

do we discount it as well?!
• Do we expect every Christian to be an active part of Church?!
• Why aren’t we more serious about the importance of mission? 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Sources Used:!!
• Approaching Mormons in Love: How to Witness Effectively Without Arguing by Wilbur Lingle (CLC 

Publications, 2005)!!
This book offers a summary of Mormonism—its history, main beliefs, and church structure—and then provides 
suggestions for how to witness effectively to Mormons. I found this book to be very helpful as far as responding 
to Mormonism from a Christian perspective. The author shows many of the ways Mormons will attack the 
Christian faith and offers helpful answers to many of these objections. One weakness of the book is that the 
author’s understanding of Mormonism is slightly exaggerated. In other words, he sometimes focuses his 
critique of Mormon doctrine on things that not all Mormons believe, or—if they do—are not central issues to 
their religion. This is because he relies heavily on secondary sources in his analysis of what Mormons believe, 
instead of relying on what Mormons consider to be authoritative scripture (Doctrines & Covenants, The Pearl of 
Great Price, etc.).!!!
• How Wide the Divide? A Mormon & An Evangelical in Conversation by Craig L. Blomberg and Stephen E. 

Robinson (InterVarsity Press Academic, 1997)!!
This book attempts to very deep in discussion about several areas of disagreement between Mormons and 
Christians. With each theological topic covered, the authors (one a Mormon academic, the other a professor of 
New Testament) provide both the Christian and the Mormon perspective on the issue, and then respond to 
each other’s chapters. I would recommend this book for anyone who is already familiar with Mormonism, but 
wants to understand the depths of the disagreement between us.!!!
• Mormonism by Anthony A. Hoekema (Eerdmans, 1963) !!
This book offers a basic summary of Mormonism from a Christian perspective. Although at times the author 
exaggerates the centrality of some of Mormon doctrines (emphasizing and elaborating on doctrines that 
Mormons do not), it does contain a helpful Appendix that disproves the validity of the Book of Mormon on many 
counts.!!!
• What do Mormons Believe? by Rex E. Lee (Deseret Book Company, 1992)!!
This book was written by a Mormon to introduce people to Mormonism. It provides a good starting point to 
understand the Mormon mindset.
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